KING  CHARLES I
people of England longed for the monarchy to be re-established, and that the egalitarian spirit in the Army had little root elsewhere. Nevertheless, it was with these men, " the Saints," as they called themselves, who attributed every impulse (even ,of obvious self-interest) to the inspiration of God, that Cromwell felt most in sympathy, whose religious beliefs he shared, and whose fortunes were bound up with his own. Therefore, if Charles had really put the monarchy into their hands, the whole colour of English civilisation would have been changed ; another Reformation would have taken place. What the result would have been may perhaps be guessed from the parallel character of England in the early Victorian age, for not till then did men of a similar type to these take command of the nation's destiny and thought.
By October Cromwell had come to the conclusion that the King was trying to use the Army instead of allowing the Army to use him ; he was, moreover, by now treating with the Scotch and could not be counted on. At the same time the situation was complicated by the republican zeal of the more fanatical officers, who looked upon Cromwell as a backslider, betraying the Good Cause for royal favours. It became clear, then, that unless he made a complete change of front he would lose all. Consequently, resolved on a reconciliation with the Army, he attended a meeting in November at which the officers were relating the answers they had received to their prayers for guidance a few days earlier. The Word of the Lord had shown the dependable quality of a penny-in-the-slot machine. One